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Professor Zheng Qian’s Research on Non-Dramatic

Song

Tsung-jung Yu*

Abstract

This article is focused on Professor Zheng Qian’s research on Sanqu
(non-dramatic Song) with the emphasison analyzing its features and values.
Zheng’s Sanqu studies can be divided into two aspects: textual research and
literary criticism. The former includes life history of the authors, surveys of
literary works, collections and revisions of Sanqu and also collations of Qu
form. As for the latter its point of view is expressed by commenting on the
author, the works and the edition of the works. The most remarkable part is
how the poet’s consciousness is used as the central viewpoint. In Zheng’
opinion on Qu style, he not only emphasizes the differences between the
meters and style in comparison with poetry, but also looks into the essence
of the similarities within them. He strongly emphasizes that the content of
Sanqu is focused on the writer’s inner thoughts. The language of Sanqu
needs to meet the standard of elegance. As for the qu form, Zheng’s re-
search indicates that it’s based on the rhythm of language, just like the
characteristics of poem. Hence, we can see from the “Selection of Sanqu”
edited by Zheng is an embodiment of these viewpoints. All the authors and

their works included in this volume have been considered thoroughly.

Keywords: Zheng Qian, sanqu, qu style, qu form, poet’s consciousness

* Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese, National Dong-Hwa University
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