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The order of filial pietistic elements among “support-

ing,” “offspring,”and “ obedience”

Daisuke Sano”*

Abstract

“# (xiao0)” or “filial piety” that is the most important virtue in Confu-

cianism consisting of many elements. Although Confucians recommend all
elements, sometimes people must choose between conylicting elements the
other. In this paper, | will discuss the order of elements in filial piety.

Filial obedience is the most important element of filial piety, but dis-
obedience or remonstrance is accepted in the case that his parent is wrong.
In this case, disobedience or rebelliousness is considered a kind of support
for to protecting the parent from injustice.

In addition, getting married without permission from parents is ac-
ceptable, if for the sake of having offspring, which is considered to be more
important than disobedience. There are some historical examples in which
people sell or abandon their children in order to better support their parents.
These examples indicate that supporting parents is more important than ran-
sing children. Therefore, the first priority of filial piety is taking care of

parents, the second having off spring, and the third obedience to parents.

Keywords: filial obedience, rebelliousness, offspring, obedience
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