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Confucianism and Conventions—
Culture Dimensions from Shih, Chiung-Fang and Shih,
Shih-ji’s Prose

Lin, Shu-hui*

Abstract

Prose written by Taiwan literati in 19" century usually contains rich
themes of history, culture, conventions, public participation, classical
academies, Confucianism and so on. Among all the intellectuals, Tainan
scholar Shih, Chiung-Fang (#.38 7 ) and his son Shih, Shih- ji (# 4 7%) are
the only father and son who both win the honorable title of Chin-Shih (&
+). They devoted themselves to promoting the academic status of classical
academy while respectively being the Deans of Tung-Hai Academy (% £ %
) and Pai-Sha Academy (& 7y Z[%). Their prose mostly covers some
spaces, such as Wen-Chang Temple(X & %)), kindergarten (F %) ~
Temple of Medicine King (% E &) ~ Temple of Sea God (4% Bi)
Chao-Tien Temple (38 X '%) ~ Yi Min temple (% K #)) and so on. From
which we can see how two of them express their humanistic concerns for
the drowned maids as well as perception of and perspectives on Wen-Chang
belief and words-worshipping customs. This thesis is divided into three
major parts. First, discourses on classical academy and Confucian rituals: to
study the buildings up of classical academy education and cultiration of in-

tellectual elites as well as representation of Confucian rituals. Second, dis-

* Assistant Professor Gredual Institute of Taiwan Culture, Lanaguages and Litera-
ture, National Taiwan Normal University
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courses on social participation: to analyze issues such as social welfare and
customs changes. Third, discourses on local belief: to examine writings of
family memory and religious worship. this thesis also pays much attention
to the cultural aspect. In addition to analyzing father and son of the Shihs’
social participation. “Convention” is a set of social norms taking the form of
customs passed down from the ancient time to the present, which is closely
related to social development. I take Posthumous Manuscript of Shih Lan
Shan Kuan ( { % #.\L 483845 ) ) and Anthology of Hou Su Kan ( {4 3 %&£ X
£ ) ) as my texts to analyze, also with other academic papers related to

Taiwan history, ethnology and cultural studies and the field trip information
from Shihs’ descendants. I hope the interpretation of the discourses on local
literati’s customs could reinforce the teaching and study of Taiwan history

and culture.

Keywords: Taiwan classical prose, Confucianism, customs, belief, Qing-

ruling Period
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