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The Reverie of Existence and Resistance:
The Interpretation of Four Elements in
Chen-Li's And Yang-Ze's Poetry In
Bachelard Way

Abstract

In the 1970s, due to the Baodiao movement and diplomatic setback, young
intellectuals in Taiwan started to introspect about self-construction and national
identity until the end of the martial law. In terms of literature, there have been intense
debates about "belonging" such as the Modern Poetry Polemic and Nativist Literary
Debate, Chen-Li and Yang-Ze, the poets of the first generation after World War II,
published their first collection of poetry in their career in the 1970s, and continued to
write afterwards. Poets during the period were classified into two groups: “caring for
reality” and “returning to tradition” by the literary critics, however, which is not

reasonable from the trending perspective.

The main objective of this study is to gain an understanding of what Chen-Li and
Yang-Ze were thinking at the end of the martial law by probing into their works,
based on Poetics of Elementary Imagination: fire, water, air and earth of Gaston
Bachelard, a French philosopher. A secondary objective is to evaluate the maternal
reverie in these poems in the style of “Word Thinking” and to elaborate on three
issues: “I dream; therefore I am.”, “I am alive; thus I resist.”, and “I resist, so I’'m in

reverie.”

This study is conducted in the analysis of the symbol of their poems, “water and
mirror.” By cultivating self-awareness, the positive meaning of Narcissism is
discussed to show the desire for self-disclosure. Furthermore, the poets realize the
obstacles to survival as soon as they form self-concept. On account of multiple values

of each desire, the four materialized imaginations, the Imagination of Matter, related



to resistance in the poem are comprehensively studied to identify the reverie of the
young poets. Finally, “la redousse”, a safe place to hide, leads to the two reveries of

“childhood” and “garden”.

Despite the two poets of the same generation, how they keep their reveries alive is
more important than how poetry reflects the patterns of thought at that period. After
all, I hope to see the determination of exploring the possibilities of oneself without

limits.

Keyword: Gaston Bachelard, Poetics of Elementary Imagination,

Word Thinking, Return to Reality Generation, Alchemy
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