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A Semiotic Analysis of the Aesthetics of
Li Chen’s Visual Poetry

Abstract
Semiotics, which is concerned with the analysis of signs and symbols and their

meaning, can be applied to many fields, including media studies, literature and art. 
Appreciating visual poetry with image signs and in verbal text involves both semiotics 
and aesthetics. The application of semiotic analysis can penetrate the meaning and 
layout of the symbolic images in visual art. Li Chen is an outstanding poet and writer
in Taiwanese literature. Using semiotic perspectives, this study analyzes the aesthetics 
of Li Chen’s visual poems. In his works, we find the specific word aesthetics of Chinese 
characters, the musicality and rich images conveying his poetic ideas with the graphics 
and layout of multiple symbols and the configuration of the signs in the textual 
construction. His vivid visual poems are rich in symbolic aesthetics, which can
highlight the cultural and literary qualities inherent in Taiwan's multicultural society. 
The study shows that Li Chen has completed many creative and flexible visual poems 
that represent the aesthetics of contemporary poetry in Taiwan and express his love for 
the people and life experience on the island. It is expected that the findings of this study 
will contribute significantly to the study and teaching of poetry.

Keywords: semiotics, visual poetry, Li Chen, text sign, rhetoric 
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