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1 
31

Proclamation of Independence (1957) 

In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful. Praise be to God, the Lord 
of the Universe and may the blessings and peace of God be upon His Messengers. 

WHEREAS the time has now arrived when the people of the Persekutuan Tanah 
Melayu will assume the status of a free independent and sovereign nation among 
nations of the World 

AND WHEREAS by an agreement styled the Federation of Malaya Agreement, 
1957, between Her Majesty the Queen and Their Highnesses the Rulers of the 
Malay States it was agreed that the Malay States of Johore, Pahang, Negri 
Sembilan, Selangor, Kedah, Perlis, Kelantan, Trengganu and Perak and the 
former Settlements of Malacca and Penang should as from the 31st. day of 
August, 1957, be formed into a new Federation of States by the name of 
Persekutuan Tanah Melayu 

AND WHEREAS it was further agreed between the parties to the said agreement 
that the Settlements of Malacca and Penang aforesaid should as from the said 
date cease to form part of Her Majesty’s dominions and that Her Majesty should 
cease to exercise any sovereignty over them 

AND WHEREAS it was further agreed by the parties aforesaid that the 
Federation of Malaya Agreement, 1948, and all other agreements subsisting 
between Her Majesty the Queen and Their Highnesses the Rulers or any one of 
them immediately before the said date should be revoked as from the date and 
that all powers and jurisdiction of Her Majesty or of the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom in or in respect of the Settlements aforesaid or the Malay States or the 
Federation as a whole should come to an end 

AND WHEREAS effect has been given to the Federation of Malaya Agreement, 
1957, by Her Majesty the Queen, Their Highnesses the Rulers, the Parliament of 
the United Kingdom and the Legislatures of the Federation and of the Malay 
States 

                                                        
31 Wikisource 2016  
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AND WHEREAS a constitution for the Government of the Persekutuan Tanah 
Melayu has been established as the supreme law there of 

AND WHEREAS by the Federal Constitution aforesaid provision is made to 
safeguard the rights and prevogatives of Their Highnesses the Rulers and the 
fundamental rights and liberties of the people and to provide for the peaceful and 
orderly advancement of the Persekutuan Tanah Melayu as a constitutional 
monarchy based on Parliamentary democracy 

AND WHEREAS the Federal Constituton aforesaid having been approved by an 
Ordinance of the Federal Legislatures, by the Enacments of the Malay States and 
by resolutions of the Legislatures of Malacca and Penang has come into force on 
the 31st. day of August 1957, aforesaid 

NOW In the name of God the Compassionate, the Merciful, I TUNKU ABDUL 
RAHMAN PUTRA ibni AL-MARHUM SULTAN ABDUL HAMID 
HALIMSHAH, PRIME MINISTER OF THE PERSEKUTUAN TANAH 
MELAYU, with the concurrence and approval of Their Highnesses the Rulers of 
the Malay States do hereby proclaim and declare on behalf of the people of the 
Persekutuan Tanah Melayu that as from the thirty first day of August, nineteen 
hundred and fifty seven, the Persekutuan Tanah Melayu comprising the States of 
Johore, Pahang, Negri Semblian, Selangor, Kedah, Perlis, Kelantan, Trengganu, 
Perak, Malacca and Penang is and with God's blessing shall be for ever a 
sovereign democratic and independent State founded upon the principles of 
liberty and justice and ever seeking the welfare and happiness of its people and 
the maintenance of a just peace among all nations. 

Prime Minister 

Kuala Lumpur, 31st Day of August 1957 
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32

Proclamation of Malaysia (1963) 

In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful, Praise to God, the Lord of 
the Universe, and may the benediction and peace of God be upon Our Leader 
Muhammad and upon all his Relations and Friends. 

WHEREAS by an Agreement made on the Ninth day of July in the year one 
thousand nine hundred and sixty-three between the Federation of Malaya, the 
United Kingdom, North Borneo, Sarawak and Singapore it was agreed that there 
shall be federated the States of Sabah, Sarawak and Singapore with the 
Federation of Malaya comprising the states of Pahang, Trengganu, Kedah, Johore, 
Negri Sembilan, Kelantan, Selangor, Perak, Perlis, Penang[1] and Malacca, and 
that the Federation shall thereafter be called “MALAYSIA”: 

AND WHEREAS it has been agreed by the parties to the said Agreement that as 
from the establishment of Malaysia the States of Sabah, Sarawak and Singapore 
shall cease to be colonies of Her Majesty the Queen and Her Majesty the Queen 
shall relinquish Her Sovereignty and jurisdiction in respect of the three States: 

AND WHEREAS there has been promulgated a Constitution for Malaysia which 
shall be the supreme law therein: 

AND WHEREAS by the Constitution aforesaid provision has been made for the 
safeguarding of the rights and prerogatives of Their Highnesses the Rulers and 
the Fundamental rights and liberties of subjects and for the promotion of peace 
and harmony in Malaysia as a constitutional monarchy based upon parliamentary 
democracy: 

AND WHEREAS the Constitution aforesaid having been approved by a law 
passed by the Parliaments of the Federation of Malaya and of the United 
Kingdom has come into force on the Sixteenth day of September in the year one 
thousand nine hundred and sixty-three. 

                                                        
32 Wikipedia 2018: Proclamation of Malaysia  
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NOW in the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful, I, TUNKU ABDUL 
RAHMAN PUTRA AL-HAL IBNI ALMARHUM SULTAN ABDUL HAMID 
HALIM SHAH, Prime Minister of Malaysia, with the concurrence and approval 
of His Majesty the Yang di-Pertuan Agong of the Federation of Malaya, His 
Excellency the Yang di-Pertuan Negara of Singapore, His Excellency the Yang 
di-Pertua Negara of Sabah and His Excellency the Governor of Sarawak, DO 
HEREBY DECLARE AND PROCLAIM on behalf of the peoples of Malaysia 
that as from the Sixteenth day of September in the year one thousand nine 
hundred and sixty-three, corresponding to the twenty-eighth day of Rabi'ul Akhir 
in the year of the Hijrah one thousand three hundred and eighty-three, 

That MALAYSIA comprising the States of Pahang, Trengganu, Kedah, Johore, 
Negri Sembilan, Kelantan, Selangor, Perak, Perlis, Penang,[1] Malacca, 
Singapore, Sabah and Sarawak shall by the Grace of God, the Lord of the 
Universe, forever be an independent and sovereign democratic State founded 
upon liberty and justice, ever seeking to defend and uphold peace and harmony 
among its people and to perpetuate peace among nations. 

Prime Minister 

Kuala Lumpur 

16th day of September 1963 
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3 
33

Proclamation of Singapore (1965) 

WHEREAS it is the inalienable right of a people to be free and independent. 

AND WHEREAS Malaysia was established on the 16th day of September, 1963, 
by a federation of existing states of the Federation of Malaya and the States of 
Sabah, Sarawak and Singapore into one independent and sovereign nation. 

AND WHEREAS it was also agreed by the parties to the said Agreement that, 
upon the separation of Singapore from Malaysia, the Government of Malaysia 
shall relinquish its sovereignty and jurisdiction in respect of Singapore so that the 
said sovereignty and jurisdiction shall on such relinquishment vest in the 
Government of Singapore. 

AND WHEREAS by a Proclamation dated the ninth day of August in the year 
one thousand nine hundred and sixty-five the Prime Minister of Malaysia Tunku 
Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj Ibni Almarhum Sultan Abdul Hamid Halim Shah 
did proclaim and declare that Singapore shall on the ninth day of August in the 
year one thousand nine hundred and sixty-five cease to be a State of Malaysia 
and shall become an independent and sovereign state and nation separate from 
and independent of Malaysia and recognised as such by the Government of 
Malaysia. 

Now I LEE KUAN YEW Prime Minister of Singapore, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM 
AND DECLARE on behalf of the people and the Government of Singapore that 
as from today the ninth day of August in the year one thousand nine hundred and 
sixty-five Singapore shall forever be a sovereign democratic and independent 
nation, founded upon the principles of liberty and justice and ever seeking the 
welfare and happiness of her people in a more just and equal society. 

(Signed) LEE KUAN YEW Prime Minister of Singapore 

Dated the 9th day of August, 1965. 
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Abstract 

After briefly reviewing the process of political development in 

Malaysia, we shall introduce the British decolonization policy after World 

War II.  We then explore how the Malay Union was imposed in 1946 and 

transformed into the Federation of Malaya in 1948, which was merged with 

Singapore, Sabah, and Sarawak to become the Federation of Malaysia in 

1963.  In the following section, we examine why and how Singapore was 

allowed to join the Federation and forced to exist from it.  Finally, we will 

conclude with the discussion of citizenship and the construction of the 

Malaysian nation-state. 

Keywords: Malay Union, Federation of Malaya, Federation of Malaysia, 

Singapore, citizenship 
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