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The Demarcation of Indigenous Territories

Cheng-Feng Shih

Professor, Department of Indigenous Affairs and Development
National Dong Hwa University, Shoufeng, Hualien, TAIWAN

Abstract

In this note, we start with a brief description of the concept of
indigenous territories followed by the delineation of the Indigenous
Territories in Taiwan. We then refute some official fallacies regarding the
exclusion of private lands under the newly promulgated Regulations for
Demarcating Indigenous Traditional Territories, which unduly undermines
the Indigenous Basic Law. We further reply to the inquiry from the
Ministry of Science and Technology regarding the demarcation of
indigenous territories as a scientific subject. We succinctly illustrate how
settlers’ states have made efforts to solve the issue, including governmental
grants, indigenous claims, and negotiations. Finally, we note that private
lands are not excluded from the demarcation of indigenous territories from
the most conservative Canada to the most liberal Brazil.
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