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Free institutions are next to impossible in a country made up
of different nationalities. Among a people without fellow-
feeling, especially if they read and speak different languages,
the united public opinion, necessary to the working of
representative government, cannot exist.

John Stuart Mill (1958:230)

While it is true that much of our race-talk does indeed
reproduce and reinforce racial distinctions, silence about
race has the same effect, since it does nothing to disturb our
entrenched, racializing habits of thout and action.

Daneiel A. Segal (1998:52)

If a minority, for instance, comes to see the majority as
concerned exclusively for its good, rather than the whole,
they will begin to feel that they are no longer included in this
‘people.” Then, according to the very logic of democracy,
they are no longer bound by the decisions arrived at without
any concern for them.

Charles Taylor (2001 :xiii)
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Ethnic Politics in Taiwan since Democratization

Cheng-Feng Shih

Abstract

Compared with other countries in the third wave of democratization, Taiwan has been
weary of ceaseless tides of ethnic mobilization, where ethnic identities tend to be
coterminous with party identifications, national identities, and the issue of Taiwan’s
independence versus unification with China. It is thus a concern whether ethnic
competition in the political arena may jeopardize what has been accomplished on
the road to democratic consolidation. Recalling the process of political development
in Taiwan, ethnic movements have evolved from a binary rivalry between the
Mainlanders and the native Taiwanese to a multi-dimensional configuration as the
Indigenous Rights Movement and the Hakka Language Rights Movement emerged
in the 1980s. Since the Democratic Progressive Party came to power in 2000, the
government has largely incorporated the appeals of the indigenous peoples and
those of the Hakka people. Nonetheless, the disputes between the Mainlanders
and the natives have not yet been alleviated, owing to a lack of genuine historical
reconciliation. We suggest that a chapter on ethnic relations be added to the Taiwan

Constitution in the making, so that a new Taiwanese national identity may be forged.

Keywords: democratization, ethnic group, indigenous rights, Hakka, national
identity.
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