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.., a passionate attachment of one nation for another produces a variety of evils.
Sympathy for the favorite nation, facilitating the illusion of an imaginary common interest
in cases where no real common interest exists, and infusing into one the enmities of the
other, betrays the former into a participation in the quarrels and wars of the latter without
adequate inducement or justification. It leads also to concessions to the favorite nation of
privileges denied to others which is apt doubly to injure the nation making the concessions;
by unnecessarily parting with what ought to have been retained, and by exciting jealousy,
ill-will, and a disposition to retaliate, in the parties from whom equal privileges are
withheld....... As avenues to foreign influence in innumerable ways, such attachments are
particularly alarming to the truly enlightened and independent patriot. How many
opportunities do they afford to tamper with domestic factions, to practice the arts of
seduction, to mislead public opinion, to influence or awe the public councils. Such an
attachment of a small or weak towards a great and powerful nation dooms the former to be
the satellite of the latter.

George Washington (1796 )

The effect of the war upon the United States will depend upon what American citizens say
and do. Every man who really loves America will act and speak in the true spirit of
neutrality, which is the spirit of impartiality and fairness and friendliness to all
concerned....... The United States must be neutral in fact, as well as in name, during these
days that are to try men’s souls. We must be impartial in thought, as well as action, must
put a curb upon our sentiments, as well as upon every transaction that might be construed
as a preference of one party to the struggle before another.
Woodrow Wilson (1914 )

. we should define the term ‘“neutrality” more precisely. It should mean a moral,
spiritual and, possibly, a political commitment to our side, but not necessarily a military
commitment.

Dwight D. Eisenhower ( Gleason, 1956 )

We were a young country once, and our whole policy for the first 150 years was, we were
neutral. Now, today there are certain nations that say they are neutral. This doesn’t
necessarily mean what it is so often interpreted to mean, neutral as between right and
wrong or decency and indecency. They are using the term “neutral” with respect to
attachment to military alliances. And may | point out that | cannot see that that is always
to the disadvantage of such a country as ours. If a nation is truly a neutral, if it is attacked
by anybody--and we are not going to attack them--public opinion of the world is outraged.
Dwight D. Eisenhower (1956 )

Neutrality has increasingly become obsolete and, except under very exceptional
circumstances, it is an immoral and shortsighted conception.
John Foster Dulles (Wikipedia, 2017 )

First: A definition of the concept of neutrality, as it applies to Laos, which all of us gathered
here could pledge ourselves to respect. Second: The development of effective
international machinery for maintaining and safeguarding that neutrality against threats to
it from within as well as without.

Dean Rusk (1962: 314)

If neutral Switzerland did not exist, we [would have] had to invent it.
McGeorge Bundy ( Diplomatic Documents of Switzerland, 2017: 7)
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A small, neutral country geographically at the periphery of events achieved an influence
commensurate with the moral and intellectual dimension of its prime minister far beyond
the traditional calculations of power.

Henry Kissinger (1986)
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