ZFE

RABETER

TEBL w2 =)

IRVING FENG-HSU LEE
ON THE ISLAND o

Poem by Chen Li

for high voice and piano

Copyright © 1998 by Chen Li and 2008 by Irving Feng-Hsu Lee.

All rights reserved.






Preface

The song cycle On the Island was commissioned by soprano I-Ching
Wang who, like me, is pursuing a Master degree at the Eastman School of Music.
I-Ching Wang specifically requested a Chinese song to premiere in her degree
recital. As a result, | set up to find a poem that was rich in possibilities for
musical metaphors and that, at the same time, made a connection to my
country, Taiwan. So | used On the Island by Chen Li, written in 1998 and
published in his book 7he Cat at the Mirror. This poem draws from the legend
and myth of Taiwanese native tribes to create a unique narrative, which suited
my original purpose. | would like to thank Mr. Chen Li for kindly allowing me
to compose this piece based on his poem.

On the very some day that I finished composing this piece, | heard the
news from a friend living in Taiwan (though Windows Live Messenger) that Lu
Yen, a dear teacher from my undergraduate studies, had passed away, of oral
cancer. Although | study abroad (in the United States), | recalled vividly that
Mr. Lu had taught me how to compose a piece based on the techniques of the
classical and romantic period in my junior year studying, at Soochow University.
I still remember very clearly Mr. Lu’s conscientious and humorous personality
from his teaching. Hence, | was shocked at first and soon began weeping as |
delved into my undergraduate memories. | decided to dedicate this work to
the memory of Taiwanese composer Lu Yen, who taught me and influences
deeply my composing style. It seems appropriate that the poetry which | have
set was written by Chen Li, who is one of Mr. Lu’s good friends.

Jwing Feng-Fsu Lee
October 1, 2008
Rochester, NY



52

EZ TURETUBHEN - fIRBETERFLIESLEL KRS THBE
EXTLE DRIEPNIMAEE - AT T5ER (E5L) WEHE - IBEER
—BE e FHE LR RS E > FREPXINH » HERRECHI
I EBEREE - [REFEEIR S RBELNTRIELR 1998 FAUNERTE (FHETIR) 53
Eoly (ESL) » %R S S0 8RERNMEEER - RS EHEBRISHIN
St - HRBEADVEBIRIEEN - B JIGERVEERIE - U HIPRIZZ AR
FES IR E R HERYESEEHE -

(ESL)ERTRIEX - #ASTEEBIAYL - 7£ Windows Live Messenger
HEEARIASN 5§ EXEMA O REEBHIVER - BBERKBHRER
RABRERFREZERTIFVIERES  eERERRUA R BN SIS
BEA—% - REFZFEABCHIIERECIR - TRRE - RIRMMEMRESBEIL - &
BHSLIRSETBEXZMER - LAV AARAIBRERAVGHE - (E5L)
BRI fC=EE SEEFEREER R RN EFHRENX -

ZEmB.
October 1, 2008
Rochester, NY



Performance Explanations

% As fast as possible

J_ The duration of the note is indicated by the length of the horizontal line.

#hi Tone cluster

L.V. / J Let Vibrate

c.a. 4" Hold for the number of seconds indicated
9 Slightly prolongued pause
)’ Very brief pause

The cover picture is from Liz’s Blog.
http://j33lee.pixnet.net/blog/post/14082287

Duration: 17 minutes
Contact: fenghsulee@hotmail.com



B mx

1
BEWEIE 3 HEVBRRAIRE
KRB BEOMEROIR
{BY%51% - 178
HOIETEVIRIRITEE - EOES
R —ERAEEN
IR E B A —RRIRIR
BIERREMLIEEY

2

IV ERHEB BB E R MR SR 3
BFIBVEARA - FF - REE—1IF  EFNSES

3

—EEWBRE B MR AIER
BBEEEERR

FREHEST - BIRRE NS BB OREEET

4
FPIRERE  BIREE
FPIREER  BAIRREIE
B BBBREHREE
EOENFENCENEEE

5
HEVEYF B TR
EXLCiEEE T
EHNF—EIXHE

B - {BEVEYF R TRHS
BOE—ECEREROOERSNR



On the Island chen 1i

1

A hundred-pacer snake stole my necklace and singing voice.

I will go beyond the mountain to get them back.

But Mother, look!

He has torn my necklace up, cast it down to the valley,

and turned it into starlight flowing all night long.

He has compressed my singing voice into a drop of tear,

falling on the silent feathered tail of a black long-tailed pheasant.

2
Our canoe has drifted from the ocean of myth to the beach tonight.
Our canoe, my brother, has landed anew, along with this line of words.

3

A fly has flown onto the sticky flypaper below the goddess' navel.
Just as the day hammers gently on the night,

my dear ancestor,

hammer gently with the unused Neolithic tool between your thighs.

4

We do not die, we just grow old.

We do not grow old, we just change plumage,
like the sea changing its bed sheets

in the stone cradle, at once ancient and young.

5

His fishing rod is a rainbow of seven colors,

bending slowly down from the sky

to hook every swimming dream.

Ah, his fishing rod is a bow of seven colors

that aims at every black-and-white fish flying out of the subconscious.
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6

Because the bees buzz underground,

we have earthquakes. Yet earthquakes

can be sweet, if a bit of honey should

seep through the cracks of the

earth's crust, through the cracks of the heart.

7

She stood singing on a rock with her brother on her back;
the god who heard the singing voice fetched her to heaven.
But she felt like eating millet, so she asked her father

for three grains to sow them in heaven.

"On hearing thunder, just picture me

threshing millet.”

At the sight of lightning, we'll assume

she has threshed open her homesickness again.

8
Her body, unopened by desire,
is a cement room without doors and windows.

"Drill a hole through my wall, Mother.

Numerous fleas are anxious to rush out of the dark ages,
out of my soft, swelling hahabisi,

to receive the baptism of light."”

9

Under the giant Harleus's crotch hid a mobile rapid transit system.
His eight-kilometer-long penis is the most flexible viaduct,

crossing swiftly-running dales, crossing mountain ranges,

stretching from Village Hikayiou to Village Pianan.

Fair girls, while you enjoy the ecstasy of free transportation, beware
that his fleshy bridge may suddenly turn its direction

and creep into your dark tunnels.

vii
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The day is too long, the night is too short,

and the valley of death too far away.

My dear sisters, leave the taro fields

to men, and sweat to ourselves.

Let's put the hoes on our heads like horns

and become goats, to take shelter from the sun under trees.
You are a goat,

and | am a goat.

Away from men, away from toil,

we play and enjoy the cool breeze in the shade.

Translated by Chang Fen-ling

Author's note:

Black long-tailed pheasants are a rare bird found in the Taroko Gorge National Park.

There is a legend about the origin of the Amis: a brother and a sister sought refuge from a deluge
and drifted to the East coast of Taiwan on a canoe.

According to the Atayal myth of the creation, there were a god and a goddess in very ancient times,
who were ignorant of love-making until one day a fly landed on the private part of the goddess (the
Amis have a similar myth).

According to a Saisiyat legend, old people could recover their youth simply by peeling off the
skin.

An Amis myth has it that the rainbow was originally the seven-color bow of Adgus, the hunter
who shot down the sun.

There is an Amis legend about how earthquake was formed: the people living on the ground
cheated those living underground by exchanging hemp bags filled with bees for goods.

The Paiwan have stories about a girl singing on a rock with her little brother on her back and
being delivered to heaven because she aroused gods' sympathy and affection.

A Bunun legend goes like this: once upon a time there was a beautiful girl whose private part
(hahabisi in the Bunun language) was a little swollen but tightly sealed. Her mother cut it open with a
knife, and out sprang numerous fleas.

There is an Atayal legend about the giant Harleus, who had a tremendously long penis. He
stretched it out as a bridge for people to cross flooded rivers, but he got lustful at the sight of pretty
girls.

A Puyuma legend goes like this: two girls were close friends. One day they worked in the taro
field on the mountain. It was so hot that they took shelter from the sun under a tree. Rejoicing, they put

hoes on their heads and were turned into goats.
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