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This means that one must guard against such simplistic platitudes as ‘to forgive is to
forget’. It is also crucial not to fall into the error of equating forgiveness with
reconciliation. The road to reconciliation requires more than forgiveness and respectful
remembrance. It is, in this respect, worth remembering the difficult history of
reconciliation between Afrikaners and white English-speaking South Africans after the
devastating Anglo-Boer/South African War (1899-1902). Despite coexistence and
participation with English-speaking South Africans in the political system that followed
the war, it took many decades to rebuild relationships and redistribute resources - a
process that was additionally complicated by a range of urban/rural, class, and linguistic
and other barriers. Reconciliation requires not only individual justice, but also social
justice.

Truth and Reconciliation Commission of South Africa (1998: 117)
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1 1E7 2 Tin order to ensure the efficacy of the truth and reconciliation process, Canada and the
churches will provide all relevant documents in their possessions or control to and for the use of the
truth and Reconciliation Commission, . .. -
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RE#RE RN - BURSLAERSEH - BB R b (Nagy, 2014: 209-10) «
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TSR - FRm BT A Chybridity) » HEZIHMATRGT - BIIRHZ &
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2014: 211-12) -
R RN EAR IR B S s A
B S ns R B 0 NE BT 0 AN R RENEEMN T 2R EMHAEZ &€ | (National
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KB AE R AR - S AL IE © (05 m DA HR SRR - LA BRI e B %
GHIZHEE (Nagy, 2012: 356) - FEEMEMIfFZ B EIRIZ EMHEVIIRE - 0 K idEs
H fH( factual, forensic truth )~ {E A\ E.AH( personal, narrative truth )~ t & EfH( social
truth ) ~ DL S % B fH (healing, restorative truth ) ( Truth and Reconciliation
Commission of South Africa, 1998: 110-14 ) - Chapman E Ball (2008: 144 ) Rl|57 B
PAEEAH (micro-truth) ~ DURZZBIEAR (macro-truth) » HI# 21 EHNHE
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8 A B AR e SRR S T 2 B AE AR B DL s P 2T B T S o 4 AR 5 1 56
AEEZ AR ~ DU A e S B B I (Nagy, 2012: 356) -
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JiE0 0 i H A PUA R ARCR Al DUBSERRY TR AT E LRV EAM - Rl EERL
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ERCEEIIEEARE CHVRTT k2 EHE - e AR AR [k RS
AEFEIUH - RIE James (2008) - A EHIBUGERAE /EFM: © B FET
#o fEHEEBL  WHEEZEL  MRHEER E5AgHE0  AgEXH
i~ A A R - ERERMERE L - AXKEAFERE—HE
PRI > WAL A ER > B AR TR « & ERERCERIVEGE - FAHEIE
= (HEE) ~ 52 f1f# (Corntassel & Holder, 2008: 468; Tager, 2014: 10) - fr#EAl
IEFAVEBRE T > ERAY A PE (SR ) R SAZEH  EAHEHEE - DUk [EIEmE
g Y (BSehY) SRAGECIBHVER R | SiThRe LACE - (8 ERCH il R 52 iR
SR o AR DR BN E H AT TR RIS (Tager, 2014: 1) -

EERTEE T EMEVEE ) (The Age of Apology ) (Gibney, etal., 2008) » ZE3#
TE R BRFH B R A Bo iy BUa =0 ERARYE SR - DURER O RSB 12 -
JFE R R DG EEERS - 2800 > (SR WO B2 ER > g
AR TR G - BENPEAVER S QAR BRI A R
{8 KB RN RETE BRI ERAVES R AR A TH 2 R AE A" sl =U1ES (affirmative
justice) ~ MIE " i = £ 28 | (transformative justice ) - 4%9% > 02 " BREAVFIMAE |

( cheap reconciliation ) ( Corntassel & Holder, 2008: 467-68; Petoukhov, 2012;

Gready, et al., 2010; Rigby, 2001: 142 )
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Flisfeder (2010) 3R HEAHBIfAE Y MEIERIESR « ERTLD R TEIE
FIEF | (rectificatory justice )~ DL I 43 FC = 1EZ% | (distributive justice ) [ AHH :
Fil 5 B8 Lo B 2 ) R B8 L P AU AT 85 85 - AT DUE— 0 By T iR S =01 |
( retributive, retroactive justice ) ~ & " {18 = 1IE % | (restorative, restitutive,
reparative justice ) fifdE » & ERIZEKBUSHER] » LUK &R ~ HhE iz - Rk

SEHY A E4YEE (Estrada-Hollenbeck, 2001; Roberts, 2002; Rawls, 1971; Barkan,
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2000) - Flisfeder (2010: 13) #{E1E 0 IE FetE AR MERE » 30 5 R EF K - el
DI T -
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fiigk 3 : hnEK&EH Stephen Harper BYZE#HZ (2008 )

The treatment of children in Indian Residential Schools is a sad chapter in our history.

For more than a century, Indian Residential Schools separated over 150,000 Aboriginal children
from their families and communities. In the 1870's, the federal government, partly in order to meet its
obligation to educate Aboriginal children, began to play a role in the development and administration
of these schools. Two primary objectives of the Residential Schools system were to remove and
isolate children from the influence of their homes, families, traditions and cultures, and to assimilate
them into the dominant culture. These objectives were based on the assumption Aboriginal cultures
and spiritual beliefs were inferior and unequal. Indeed, some sought, as it was infamously said, "to kill
the Indian in the child". Today, we recognize that this policy of assimilation was wrong, has caused
great harm, and has no place in our country.

One hundred and thirty-two federally-supported schools were located in every province and
territory, except Newfoundland, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island. Most schools were
operated as "joint ventures" with Anglican, Catholic, Presbyterian or United Churches. The
Government of Canada built an educational system in which very young children were often forcibly
removed from their homes, often taken far from their communities. Many were inadequately fed,
clothed and housed. All were deprived of the care and nurturing of their parents, grandparents and
communities.  First Nations, Inuit and Métis languages and cultural practices were prohibited in these
schools.  Tragically, some of these children died while attending residential schools and others never
returned home.

The government now recognizes that the consequences of the Indian Residential Schools policy
were profoundly negative and that this policy has had a lasting and damaging impact on Aboriginal
culture, heritage and language. While some former students have spoken positively about their
experiences at residential schools, these stories are far overshadowed by tragic accounts of the
emotional, physical and sexual abuse and neglect of helpless children, and their separation from
powerless families and communities.

The legacy of Indian Residential Schools has contributed to social problems that continue to exist
in many communities today.

It has taken extraordinary courage for the thousands of survivors that have come forward to speak
publicly about the abuse they suffered. It is a testament to their resilience as individuals and to the
strength of their cultures. Regrettably, many former students are not with us today and died never
having received a full apology from the Government of Canada.

The government recognizes that the absence of an apology has been an impediment to healing and
reconciliation. Therefore, on behalf of the Government of Canada and all Canadians, | stand before
you, in this Chamber so central to our life as a country, to apologize to Aboriginal peoples for Canada'’s
role in the Indian Residential Schools system.

To the approximately 80,000 living former students, and all family members and communities, the
Government of Canada now recognizes that it was wrong to forcibly remove children from their homes
and we apologize for having done this. We now recognize that it was wrong to separate children from
rich and vibrant cultures and traditions that it created a void in many lives and communities, and we
apologize for having done this. We now recognize that, in separating children from their families, we
undermined the ability of many to adequately parent their own children and sowed the seeds for
generations to follow, and we apologize for having done this. We now recognize that, far too often,
these institutions gave rise to abuse or neglect and were inadequately controlled, and we apologize for
failing to protect you. Not only did you suffer these abuses as children, but as you became parents,
you were powerless to protect your own children from suffering the same experience, and for this we
are sorry.

The burden of this experience has been on your shoulders for far too long. The burden is
properly ours as a Government, and as a country. There is no place in Canada for the attitudes that
inspired the Indian Residential Schools system to ever prevail again. You have been working on
recovering from this experience for a long time and in a very real sense, we are now joining you on this

19



journey. The Government of Canada sincerely apologizes and asks the forgiveness of the Aboriginal
peoples of this country for failing them so profoundly.

Nous le regrettons
We are sorry
Nimitataynan
Niminchinowesamin
Mamiattugut

In moving towards healing, reconciliation and resolution of the sad legacy of Indian Residential
Schools, implementation of the Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement began on September
19, 2007. Years of work by survivors, communities, and Aboriginal organizations culminated in an
agreement that gives us a new beginning and an opportunity to move forward together in partnership.

A cornerstone of the Settlement Agreement is the Indian Residential Schools Truth and
Reconciliation Commission.  This Commission presents a unique opportunity to educate all
Canadians on the Indian Residential Schools system. It will be a positive step in forging a new
relationship between Aboriginal peoples and other Canadians, a relationship based on the knowledge of
our shared history, a respect for each other and a desire to move forward together with a renewed
understanding that strong families, strong communities and vibrant cultures and traditions will
contribute to a stronger Canada for all of us.

On behalf of the Government of Canada

The Right Honourable Stephen Harper,
Prime Minister of Canada
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