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If Eastern social scientists had not read the latest articles on mathematical modelling in Western
journals, Western social scientists assumed that their Eastern counterparts were too primitive to
understand the techniques. Had the Westerners understood the conditions of research in the region,
they might have drawn the more sensible conclusion that Eastern library budgets could not permit
the purchase of the huge range of journals at Western prices, and it would be hard without such
library facilities keep up with the literature in the West. And if the Easterners had managed to
reinvent from scratch a technique available in the West, such research accomplishments were looked
down upon for failing to be original. If East European social scientists could not run fancy models
on their personal computers at home to keep up with their Western counterparts, the Westerners
assumed that the Easterners could not do the work, instead of concluding that perhaps computers
with such power and software were not widely available to cash-strapped researchers of the East. If
East European social scientists claimed original ideas in the research processes, particularly if the
ideas emphasized the differences or historical peculiarities of particular countries in the region.
Westerners assumed that the Easterners did not understand Western models that require generalizing
about all these “small countries.” If Easterners revealed their generally superior knowledge of the
history of social and political thought, the history of the region, or the markers of contemporary
culture. Westerners wondered where their hypotheses were.

Gyorgy Csepeli, Antal Orkény, and Kim Lane Scheppele (1996: 497-98)
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